You’ve heard the analogy that our Federation program is like a three-legged stool.  Fishing, youth and conservation.  It takes all three legs for the stool to stand up.  
When Ray Scott started BASS in 1968 he realized that the organization needed to be more than just about fishing. Although fishing was what brought anglers in, he realized that there must be a component to get youngsters involved in the sport so that there would be new generations willing to fight for the sport.

And Scott also realized that conservation of aquatic resources had to be an important part of the package.  Without good habitat and healthy fish populations, the rest of it didn’t matter.
Since the 1970s, BASS has taken a leading role in addressing conservation issues.  BASS lobbied Congress on environmental legislation like the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program that resulted in the excise tax on fishing tackle that funds over 1/3 of state fishery management agency budgets. 

Today the BASS Conservation staff deals with federal bureaucrats and Washington politicians on an almost daily basis – fighting those “big picture” battles that affect us all.  Things like the EPA and Corps policy, reauthorization of that Clean Water Act and the Sport Fish Restoration act.  

All this has been done on YOUR behalf by BASS Conservation.
But many of the issues that affect you and your fishing, and will have a greater impact on the future of your fishing, are local issues. 

Fixing local issues take local involvement – and that means YOU need to be a part of the equation.

Local issues can generally be put into just a few categories. Habitat loss, invasive species, access issues, and water allocations.

Habitat protection is a HUGE issue that must be attacked on a larger scale than just planting brush piles.  The real issues that threaten our fisheries must be attacked on a whole-lake and even whole watershed scale to be effective for the long term.

But have you gotten involved when opportunities arose?

In 2009 GRDA held public meetings on their Comprehensive Shoreline Management Plan for Grand Lake.  Did you take the time to read the proposals?  To attend even one of the meetings?  To make comments on behalf of anglers?  Do you know how many miles of willow-covered shoreline and being given up to development?
Who did GRDA hear from?  The developers, the real estate interests, the marina owners, those that would benefit economically from having the plan crafted a certain way.    
There tend to be three kinds of people.  Those that wait for things to happen; those that try to make things happen; and those that ask “What the heck just happened?”  
So how did GRDA’s final plan turn out?  It is not very fisherman friendly nor will it be good for fish in the long run. 
A freighter from overseas dumps ballast water into the Great Lakes and introduces zebra mussels into the United States that now wreck havoc from Maine to Arizona – including Oklahoma.  A water garden owner dumps unwanted plants into the local lake and introduces alligatorweed that quickly replaces the native water willow resulting in lower survival of fingerling bass.  

Each of these scenarios are very real and threaten to destroy aquatic ecosystems.  The introduction of aquatic nuisance species is the fastest growing threat to your fishing.  As the problem spreads, BASS members must be committed to doing what is necessary and right to stop the spread.  Being lazy and assuming it is someone else’s problem will not cut it anymore.  
Do you take the time to drain and wash down your boat after fishing the Arkansas River, Skiatook, Sooner?  YOU must set the example for others.
A fishing trip begins with a place to launch the boat or shoreline to fish from. Yet access to public waterways is being restricted.  Development is taking miles of shoreline and upholstering it with boat docks.  And State Parks and the Corps of Engineers are allowing concessionaires to restrict access around docks and basically privatize what should be public water.  The Little Rock District of the Corps is already enforcing a policy on Arkansas and Missouri lakes that prevents fishing around ALL commercial docks.  Could the Tulsa District follow suit?
Perhaps the biggest threat we have facing us, yet one that is the most difficult to grasp is the issue of water rights and water allocations.  Planners are setting the course for the next 50 years and are often downplaying or ignoring the needs and wants of recreational anglers when setting priorities for how the water in our state will be used.
Why? Lack of input from anglers at statewide meetings is one reason.  ODWC represents anglers but that one voice does not have near the power that many voices would have had.

Jim Martin, the Conservation Director for Berkley/Pure Fishing told the BASS conservation Directors at the Bassmaster Classic that the pending water crisis is like a great silent wave rising out at sea.  If you are in a boat on the ocean and the wave comes along you may not even realize you are being lifted and carried for miles – but at some point that wave reaches shore and slams you on the beach.  
The idea of water wars is almost too big an issue to wrap your head around.  It’s too far in the future for most people to be concerned with.  
Please don’t sit there and think that this is not a big deal, or just throw up your hands and say - balancing the water needs of people versus fish – who’s going to win that battle?  Jim Martin said “When looking at the future impact of these issues, don’t go from denial to depression….pause in the middle.….and get mad….get mad then do something about it!”

YOU must become educated about the threats, 
YOU must gain an understanding of how the political system works and how to get things done.  Don’t depend on BASS or the Wildlife Department to save the day. You must demand - a seat at the negotiating table to make sure that anglers are treated fairly in these battles over who gets to use the water.
This won’t be easy.  While you may think that having 20% of the US population that fishes is a great deal and we should have some real power – keep in mind that the other 80% does not fish. And they may have different and very often opposing agendas.  
YOU have to build coalitions among more than just bass anglers.  Sometimes we need to be buddies with the crappie anglers, the catfishermen, the pleasure boaters, the sailors, all the other users of our waters.  We all benefit from clean water and access to it.  Think common goals.
If you think things are OK as they are. Fishing is great and life is good. Someone else will handle those political issues.  You just want to fish.  You will be oblivious to that rising wave and you WILL fall hard.  
YOU need to get in step, help set the course and help row this boat, putting everything we collectively have into protecting our aquatic resources - or they won’t be there in the future.

The fishing you enjoy now won’t be here in 10 years much less 20 if we don’t make the effort NOW to protect it.  The lakes, the habitat, the access will all be changed unless YOU make an effort.  
I want to challenge each and every one of you to get involved. We need YOU.

We need YOU to be willing to keep up with the issues, read the legislation that is coming out of Washington DC and Oklahoma City.
We need YOU to be a watch dog to warn us of impending laws or regulations that could restrict the public’s access to fishable waters.  We need YOU to document every time you or someone else is restricted or run off of public waters. 
We need YOU to send those e-mails and make those phone calls to your elected representatives when asked to do so - let them know why clean water and access to it is important to us and to others.  They need to understand that there are lots of us out here and we are not happy campers. 
We need YOU to be willing to give of your time and energy…to make a difference.  
Think about the issues that confront us and ask yourself, “If not us, then who?”  Who will do battle to protect Oklahoma’s aquatic resource and fight for anglers’ rights?

Will it be YOU?
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